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THE SMOG SHOW

Lahore is a beautiful city with a lot of life, a center and source of cultural activity and festivity. This is particularly so during the
dearly awaited winters. However, in recent years, an impenetrable and opaque blanket of smog descends on the city during winter
days, stifling the life that could have been. This is something that brings the reality of climate change home to even the least
scientifically-minded of us, and makes us pause and think about what strange new world our children are destined to inhabit.

There are economic reasons for how this smoke monster came into being: | can think of brick kilns, crop burning, wood
burning in the industries due to the energy crises, ever increasing number of vehicles on the roads, etc. Beyond economic reasons,
there is social and political negligence why this problem is sustained and recurs each year. We need policy and planning to deal with
smog, and for policy and planning we need awareness in general to realize the severity of this issue.

Only if we are aware of the constantly expending dimensions of this problem, we can foresee that it extends beyond the city
of Lahore. It won't take long for this monster to roam uncontrollably in the streets of other places as well and everything that breaths
will suffer different manifestations of the same problem.

Artists are, or should be, more sensitive to their environment, and | assume artists have felt the change brought about by smog
more strongly as well. Some time ago | was approached with a proposal for a documentary on some work | had done with
environmental concerns. | felt then, and responded, that a better idea would be to develop the project beyond my work, to include
multiple perspectives on the issue from different artists. So, in this current exhibition, you will see these creative minds using different
mediums/media to share what they think and feel about smog.

As we foresee, if the issue of smog not controlled right away, will be one of the biggest problems faced by the generations
coming after us. This is the time to raise awareness among the young minds who will take charge of things after us so, we are reaching
out to the schools, briefing kids on the seriousness of this environmental problem and how to make smart choices to counter this
monster. A selection of artworks produced by the school children as their reflection on the subject will also be part of the exhibition.

The original germ of this exhibition, the idea of a documentary on the issue and artist’s response to it, is one of its extremely
important components, and the talented Jawad Sharif is working on sharing the efforts of art community with a wider audience
through the medium of film. Through this documentary, and the exhibited paintings, sculpture, installations, AV, photography and
writing, we hope to encourage thought on the problem, start a few fresh conversations around the issue of smog, and contribute to
others that, we hope, you are already engaged in.

Irfan Gul Dahri
Sept. 2021

About the Curator

Irfan Gul Dahri is an accomplished Pakistani visual artist, an independent curator and educator. He has been honoured with many awards for his services in the field of Art and
education and has exhibited his artworks nationally and internationally at various venues. Dahri has curated many notable shows, conducted artists talks and counselling
sessions with students and young artists. Irfan has been teaching art and design at the National College of Arts, Lahore since 2006. He lives and works in Lahore.



ASLAM

kies” in 2019 at O Art Space Lahore, and “The Last
ain” in 2020 at Sanat Initiative Karachi. Among his
many group shows are ‘Incubator’, ‘Milestone’, ‘Open
field’, ‘Summer Scape’, ‘Variations along the Grid’,
“Silsila’, ‘We live Pakistan’, ‘Witness to History’,
‘Solitude’, ‘Resurgence’, ‘Scripted Serenity’, ‘Grey




| Transitional View | Punching on wasli | 48 x 36 inches | 2021

Abid Aslam
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DAHRI

ious grot pshows including

; ’*m ur City Art gallery

A : eer>Art gallery and Musawir

ei})"/ Lahore, Sanat Initiative gallery, KOEL
lery, F Circle gallery, Clifton Art gallery and
céne gallery Karachi, MyArtWorld gallery and the

orld Bank Islamabad. In 2020 Dahri has been
awarded best Artwork of the Year on ‘Resilience’ 16th
 Young Artists’ Exhibition presented by Lahore Arts
Council at Alhamra Arts Council Lahore, Pakistan.
Furthermore, she participated in International
Watercolor Biennale ‘Pearls of Peace’ Season 2 by
IWS- Pakistan at the Centre of Excellence in Art and
Design (CEAD) Jamshoro 2018. Her work has been
published in ArtNow Pakistan, Nigaah Art and Hello
Pakistan magazine. She has also been one of selected
artists for StudioBQ 3rd Artist Residency Program

2019 Lahore and been as Visiting Faculty Member at
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Abida Dahri | Rest in Peace | Artificial rose in epoxy resin | 4 x 9 inches each | 2021






MEMON

sidency and the

1C) h cu by the Canvas

Gallery, hiin 2071 a Tareen 8 organised
by the Vasl ‘Artist Coll e, Karachi in 2016. He has
also been t ! ecl ient of various prestigious awards
such as the" Young Artist Award in the annual
exhibition About Time organised at Alhamra Art
Gallery, Lahore in 2015 and was the Runner Up in the
Benazir Bhutto Painting Competition at the Mehran

Arts Councnl Larkana in 2008. .




Ahsan Memon | Misty | Oil on canvas | 24 x24 inches | 2021







(Hons.) Visual Art

NS MY |
College of Arts, Lahore.
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Ali Baba | Thick Air Il | Acrylic sheets, Water based enamel, Fiberglass | 24 x 24 x 84 inches | 2021






JABBAR

t arded to artists that have

ractices that address social/political

issues |mportant within their local context. In

2020, Jabbar also founded Prickled Pears, an
eclectic brand that sells art products.




Ammara Jabbar | Dead Fish Fly | Gouache and oil on wooden structure, bulbs, LED light strip, Fabric, Embroidered Fish/Bow, Fur, Tablet for video
display | 25 x 39 x 9 inches | 2021
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NASIR

Stlftung,
in

Vil VY

: A55|stant Professor at Indus Valley School of Art &
Architecture and as Visiting Faculty at Dept. of
Textile Design Technologies, Textile Institute of
Pakistan. His work centers on New Media forms of
art, exploring ideas of interactive art,
unconventional installations, and art’s role in in
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Arsalan Nasir | Entropy (Diptych) | Loop video running on microcomputers on casing-less CRT monitors Video duration: 6 min, 31 sec (Each) |
15x15.7 x 16 inches each | 2021






FAROOQI

paintings are
ge-old stories
ra. While  this

‘ y new phenomenon
usually distinctive. His works
Lahore Biennale (2018), India

e é‘e featur:

(2018), Karachi Biennale (2017) and several
xhibitions, Space in between (Solo) at Chawkandi
Art Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan (2021), S iraIIing into

the Absurd at Anant art India, New Delhi (2021),
Mahiat at Chawkandi art Gallery, Karachi (2019),
Seeing and Being seen at Canvas Gallery, Karachi
(2018), 3rd multidisciplinary art show, Chittagong,
Bangladesh (2017), Obscure dreams of fear and
desire" Satrang art %allery, Islamabad (2017), We ate
the birds at Koel art gallery, Karachi (2017),

y Microczﬁm at Gandhara art space, Karachi (2017),
{ ! )

- -

e

- -




w\')/z,,m., ‘ P (tﬂ

Arslan Farooqji | Fallen from the Sky | Gouache on Paper | 22 x 30 inches | 2021
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SALEEM

Saleem investigates. Saleem has been awarded

i the best young artist award by Alhamra Arts
Council Lahore in 2013, was artist-in-residence at
the first Sanat Initiative Residency in June 2014
and a participant of the 3rd Mansion Artist

~:Residency in January 2021. She also received the

~ Arjumand Painting Award's first prize in 2015. She
s exhibited her work at Solo and Group shows
n P: klstan Dubai and Italy. Currently teaching at




Kiran Saleem | 1- (5 3,98 5 5 @3 02 & ol> 98 S | Carving on found coal | 12 x12x12 inches box | 2021






Kiran Saleem | 2- 5 398 5 58 @5 pa & Sl 58 S | Carving on found coal | 12 x12x12 inches box | 2021






RIAZ

P
ourses designed
of learning and

(o} essmnal portfollo she is also focused

r art practice and has been continuously
kmg and exhibiting her work at important
al and mternatlonaT platforms .moreover her
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Mamoon Riaz | Source, Gear & Smog | Gouache and ink on paper | 30 x16 inches | 2021






Mamoon Riaz | Unreal City | | Digital print on paper | 10 x 17 inches | 2021



Mamoon Riaz | Unreal City Il | Digital print on paper | 10 x 17 inches | 2021



Mamoon Riaz | Unreal City Il | Digital print on paper | 10 x 17 inches | 2021



Mamoon Riaz | Unreal City IV | Digital print on paper | 10 x 17 inches | 2021



Mamoon Riaz | Unreal City V | Digital print on paper | 10 x 17 inches | 2021



Mamoon Riaz | Unreal City VI | Digital print on paper | 10 x 17 inches | 2021



SHAFI

native space
o] hf of various

Museum of Sacred Art, The Belgian foundation based in

__ Brussels - Belgium and at the Books Art Department of
“‘Mllls,follege, San Francisco, United States.

" ¥ émong prominent practice and accomplishments, he is
i N
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Mobhsin Shafi | Dhundli Shaam kay dhundhlpy saaye | Handcut mixed media collage in plaster frame | 19.5 x 23 inches | 2021
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, eﬂd'epqy, 6 Weeks,
nago Mundi Project, Venice
ennale 2017' Microcosm,

ara-art 5 ' Sugar Coated , London,
2018' Th . Star Show , oArt Space gallery
'Prologue Epilogue . Sanat Gallery, 2018' Inflated
Vocabulary Sanat Gallery, 2019' Karachi Biennale 2019'
Drawing Room diamonds, Sanat Initiative, 2019' Naya
Pakistan, Sanat Initiative, 2019' Inflated vocabulary
,Sanat Initiative, 2019" Self Portraits in the age of selfie,
Como museum, Lahore, 2019' preety. art for preety
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Noman Siddiqui | Shoe Garden | Rubber, sand, plants | Size variable | 2021
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In'ternational

ith her studio
, d'worklng'as a Gallery Curator at O Art
‘*Space Lahore Currently she is focusing on

‘her Art Practice and working as an
- independent Art Curator.




Sameen Agha | Untitled | Opaque Watercolor on Paper | 26 x 23 inches with frame | 2021







AN FAISAL

out through

ing, hosting,

e balances and

j personal hlstory,
and plastic industries, in
of the dlverse

 Select exhibitions of his include For the Wicked and the
Valiant at O Art Space, Lahore in 2021, A Site for the

> Sight collateral of the Lahore Biennale 02 in 2020,
== llicrocosm Il at AAN Gandhara Art Space, Karachi in
N 018, Transition in Time at the Zahoor ul Akhlaq Gallery,
Lahore in 2018, Four Rooms collateral of the Lahore
iennale 01 at PILAC in 2018, and Beneath the Surface at

anvas Gallery, Karachi in 2017. Suleman had the
pportunity to be the Artist in Residence at Taaza

. Tareen 12 at Vasl Artist’s Association, Karachi in 2020,

- "and Pioneer Cement Factory, curated by Sameera Raja.
12020, Suleman was awarded the Khurram Kasim
oundation Award to produce a solo exhibition at
Canvas Gallery, in Spring 2021, also Rewarded a




Suleman Faisal | Symbiosis | Resin, metal, plexiglass | 56 x 17 x 17 inches | 2021






FARAZ ALI

e descr 'gﬂ“a‘s)b\_ tal positivism is
 facts without becoming excited.

cognizing facts
Syed’s work might be understood to be
itely complex, perhaps, ultimately elusive. There
‘ be a multi-stranded search for the means to
express what it is like to be alive in chan%_ing era.

~ Each gesture conceals a basic tension. There is
certain nobility about the characters, but are
somewhat cold to experience. It seems that the
protest may never stop and the dialogue shall
continue to express certain latent aspirations-
essential influences of time.
Syed’s work has been exhibited in many countries
that include England, USA, Moscow and Australia.
During his academic times and even after he has
won a lot of awards and scholarships, that included
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Syed Faraz Ali | Let me breathe | Eco-Friendly silkscreen print on canvas | 44 x 55 inches | 2021






GHANI

5 -2 e initiated a
AMERA FOR PEOPLE (with

, the organization supports

graphers.
Umair delivered several talks/ seminars and
workshops on photography with LUMS, Lahore
College for Women University, National College
of Arts (Rawalpindi Campus), NCBA (Lahore
Campus), THAAP, University of Agriculture Media
Club, University of Engineering & Technology,
University of Management Sciences and
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Fog and smoke descend from the sky hand in hand
They hug polluted rivers reeking waste ugly smoke churnning factory funnels
Dance to the beat of coughing heaving panting chests

City breaks its slumber on the ventilator and dances to the symphony of death

Umair Ghani | Nasm | Script & Sound | 36 seconds | 2021



DAHERKIWALA

ent of Fine Arts,

\rchitecture, University

ant Professor and the founding

Department since 2011. He has

ted in many National and International

xhi s. Daherkiwala Lives and Works in
Gujrat Pakistan.




Wajid Ali Daherkiwala | City Lines “Lahore De Aasy Paasy” | D-Print on Lustre Paper | 34 46 inches | 2021






JAWAD SHARIF

ART OTAQ FILMS
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